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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the role of the social psychology theory of
social exchange in elite football and futsal referees in Asia. The statistical
population included the aisian elite football and futsal referees in both male
and female (N=317). According to the number of elite football and futsal
referees in different groups, sampling was the total number and all the
members of the statistical community were selected as samples. In order to
collect data, a social exchange researcher-made questionnaire was used.
292 questionnaires were complete by participants and analysied. Visual and
conceptual validity of the questionnaire was determined using the
corrective comments of sports management professors, and its reliability
was obtained using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.90. In order to analyze
the data, descriptive indices and statistical tests of Kolmokov Smironov,
exploratory factor analysis, confirmatory factor analysis, single sample t,
independent t and Pearson Friedman correlation coefficient were used in
SPSS and EQS statistical software. The results showed that understanding
of organizational support in referees is significantly higher and social
support is significantly lower than the average. Also, a positive and
significant relationship was observed between organizational support and
social support with age and experience of refereeing. On the other hand,
there was a significant difference among the referres between
organizational support and social support based on gender and finally, the
dimensions of organizational support and social support are respectively
important in the opinion of the referres. Based on this, in the theory of
social exchange, social and organizational support in referees can become a
basis for better performance and decision-making.
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